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Highway veteran to 
lead ODOT branch 


Gary Potter has been named 
assistant director of ODOT’s newly 
created Administration Branch. 

Potter, 42, currently Program 
Section manager for the Highway 
Division and a 20-year veteran of 
ODOT, will assume his new duties 
Aug. 1. 

The announcement, made by 
ODOT Director Bob Bothman dur- 
ing the July Transportation Com- 
mission meeting, accompanied 
another position appointment--of 
Judy Gregory as manager of the 
Personnel Services Section. 

The two appointments are key to 
a realignment in the department's 
top management that eliminates 
the now-vacant deputy director 
position. 

ODOT Director Bob Bothman 
has been without a deputy director 
since February, when he left that 
position to become director. 

Cutting a layer of management 

“will put the people in our depart- 
ment one notch closer to the direc- 
tor,”* Bothman said. © 

Potter, as head of the Admin- 
istration Branch, will oversee oper- 
ations in the Personnel Services, 
Civil Rights, Policy and Planning, 
and the Administrative Services 
sections. 

Upon accepting the appoint- 
ment, Potter said he perceives 


ODOT to be entering a ‘‘new chap- 
ter,” with new challenges and 
opportunities to prove itself. 
“We've got a new governor, a 
new commission, new Oregon 
Comeback-related initiatives and 
new Highway funding. From here 
on out, | think people will be look- 
ing at things like performance 
audits to make sure we are doing 


Gary Potter Judy Gregory 
the right things. We should be 
ready to show people that we're 
ready to get the job done,” he said. 

Potter began with the state Parks 
and Recreation Division in 1967 as 
a landscape architect. 

In 1971, Potter moved to the 
Highway Division to create the new 
Environmental Section and was 
named section manager in 1976. 
He was responsible for the major 
environmental activities of the divi- 
sion for such projects as the con- 
struction of Interstate 205. 

See POSITIONS, Page 5 


Scheduling specialist 
watches contractor time 


Six highway construction jobs 
awarded this season will require 
contractors to turn in monthly work 
schedule updates. 

Tom Lauer, recently hired as 
scheduling specialist for Highway’s 
Construction Section, said the divi- 
sion is trying to control contract 


DM V ae offices to speed operations 


Three new Portland area DMV 
Express Offices are scheduled to 
open for business either late this 
month or in early September. 

Two of those offices, in the Lloyd 
Center and in Mall 205, are cur- 
rently under construction. Con- 
struction on a third, in the 
Beaverton Mall, will begin in a few 
weeks. 

The DMV Express offices will 
look and function differently than 
other branch offices, according to 
Motor Vehicles Division Admin- 


ODOT runners defend 
their national title in the 
10-kilometer Running 
Challenge. 


istrator Dave Moomaw. 

DMV Express offices handle only 
business that can be processed 
quickly, such as vehicle and driver 
renewals, trip permits, titles, and 
the sale of sno-park permits. 

Driver license tests and behind- 
the-wheel tests are available only at 
full- service DMV offices. 

DMV has had a similar facility at 
the Clackamas Town Center for 
several years, Moomaw said. 

The Mall 205 facility will be the 
first to open, he said. 


Moomaw said that the Express 
offices were scheduled to be open 
earlier this summer, but the bid and 
permit process took longer than 
expected. 

DMV Express offices will be open 
Tuesday through Friday from 10 
a.m. to 7 p.m. and from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. on Saturday. 

The Motor Vehicles Division 
plans to open three more DMV 
Express offices--in Salem, Eugene 
and Medford--by October, accord- 
ing to Moomaw. 
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work more 
closely. 
“We're look- 


ing to give our 
project manag- 
ers some tools 
that allow them 


a to follow the 
Tom Lauer work and con- 
trol it, when 


necessary, to avoid any problems 
and delays,” Lauer said. 

“We're going to require one of 
three different types of schedules 
from the contractor depending on 
the size and complexity of the 
work. For simple projects we'll have 
simple schedules. For larger proj- 
ects we'll have more complex 
schedules,” he said. 

Current Highway contract speci- 
fications call for contractors to sub- 
mit only a work schedule at the 
beginning of the job, with no provi- 

See CONTRACTS, Page 4 
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Candid Comments: 

Are motorists cautious 
enough when driving near 
highway workers? 


A message from 
the director.... 


With the conclusion of the 1987 Legislature, | now have time to 
help develop the department's response to the Oregon Comeback. 
I'd like to take this opportunity to provide some explanation of just 
what the Comeback is all about. 

Initially, the Oregon Comeback was an agenda of actions 
designed to revitalize the Oregon economy and to improve the 
efficiency of state government as developed by Neil Goldschmidt 
in his campaign for governor. 

The Oregon Comeback provided a basis for the governor’s 
1987 legislative agenda, which was extremely successful, perhaps 
one of the most successful in recent years. 

The Oregon Comeback 
represents much more than a 
list of legislative requests. 

Its first goal is to develop a 
growing economy and provide b 
jobs for Oregonians. Second, 
it’s a call for strategic thinking 
to mobilize private and public 
resources for a common 
objective and to overcome 
some inefficiencies resulting 
from a jumble of unrelated 
government programs. Third, 
it’s an attitude of participation 
and innovation to tap the 
talents and ideas of 
Oregonians. 

The governor has asked all 
state agencies to develop 
objectives and principles to 
support the Comeback and to 
integrate those into their operating policies and procedures. 

Our department has already participated by undertaking a 
number of short-term initiatives, such as painting the “Welcome to 
Oregon” mats at major entrances to the state, increasing our litter 
patrol, and improving our services at Motor Vehicles field offices. 

All of these initiatives are intended to induce economic 
development and to improve the quality of service ODOT delivers 
to Oregonians. I sense a real challenge to continue to maintain 
momentum for the Oregon Comeback. 

There is a question as to how we can integrate the economic 
development concerns of Oregon and the efficiencies of our 
operations into our policies and programs. 

| believe we have the commitment and energy to respond very 
positively to this demand. The state of Oregon is certainly on the 
go, with the economy improving on a daily basis. Our 
unemployment is down to a rate not seen since the early 1970s, 
and new jobs are being introduced into Oregon on a regular basis. 
As a service agency, this means we need to respond aggressively to 
support this thrust, as well as to support Oregonians who already © 
live here. 

Really, much of the Oregon 
Comeback is an attitude--an 
attitude that Oregon can be 
more competitive through 
innovative thinking and hard 
work. 

| am convinced that our 
department can respond to the 
challenge since we have a “can 


momentum for the. 
Oregon Comeback. 


do” attitude--at Parks, Highway, Aeronautics, Public Transit, Motor 


Vehicles and Central Services. We have the resources, the people 
and the attitude to support this effort. 

| would like to see each employee of the department share in 
this effort in some way. The Comeback offers each of us an 
opportunity to try out some new ideas and to revitalize our 
commitment to the job we’ve done so well. In the near future, we 
will be establishing a method to gather innovative ideas from each 
and every employee in this department. 

At the same time, I think all of us should be prepared to adapt to 
some new problems, new approaches and new ideas. If we can 
respond, we certainly will maintain and enhance our “can do” 
attitude and apply that toward the revitalization of Oregon. 

Each division in this department has the reputation of getting the 
job done. With the upswing in the state’s economy, there’s no 
question that we will have much more to do. I’m sure we are equal 


to the task. 
Ey. Erhbnetvr 


I sense a real challenge 
to continue to maintain 


Even shared his lunch 


Owen Lucas, 
Region 5 Parks Supervisor: 


Two weeks ago, my car gave up 
on the freeway. It stopped a mile 
beyond Weatherby Park, near 
Baker. | walked back to the rest 
area hoping to find a phone. When 
| arrived, the wind was blowing and 
it was raining. 

After | looked through the park 
and found no phone, | didn’t know 
which way to turn. Then | saw an 
orange truck about to pull out of 
the park, and | rushed over and 
stopped it. 

Louis Tatum, the gentleman driv- 
ing the truck, rolled down his win- 
dow and listened to my story. He 
drove me to the next phone and 
then took me back to the rest area. 
He let me stay in his truck out of the 
cold rain and wind, and also 
offered me some of his lunch. 

I’ve since sent him a thank you 
note, but | thought others should 
know what a kind man you have in 
your employment. | am forever 
indebted. 


Mrs. John Fowler 
Ontario 


(Tatum is a park ranger at Farewell 
Bend State Park. The Parks Division 
maintains the Weatherby Rest Area 
for the Highway Division.--Editor) 


A lesson from Oregon 


Dave Talbot, 
Parks Division Administrator: 


We traveled through California, 
Oregon and Washington with our 
motor home during June and 
stayed at parks or at recreational 
vehicle places. 

During our vacation, we all 
agreed that Oregon has the best 
places to stay. They were all clean 
and well kept, and the showers and 
bathrooms were the best ever. Cal- 
ifornia should take a lesson from 
Oregon State Parks. 

Needless to say, we enjoyed our 
stay in Oregon, particularly 
because we found the trees and 
other greenery so pretty. 

We just want you to know that 
we appreciate your efforts. 


Mr. and Mrs. K. Baldwin 
Burbank, Calif. 


Polishing the DMV image 


Vinita Howard, 
DMV Public Affairs and Rules 
Section Manager: 


Yesterday, through a toll-free 
number, | was changing our auto 
insurance when | discovered that 
the identification number on our 
second car didn’t match the 
number in the reference book used 
by the insurance company. | was 
stuck. 

| called the Motor Vehicles Divi- 
sion and explained the problem to 
Angel Tubbs of your Communica- 
tions Unit. She said the number was 
correct on DMV’s records. | was 
still stuck. 
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She offered to call the insurance 
company and straighten out the 
problem. 

By golly, she did, and the insur- 
ance went through. 

Government employees aren’t 
known for giving extra service. | 
recognize that the reputation is 
clouded by only a few. 

But through her cheerful willing- 
ness, Angel has polished that image 
to a bright luster. 


Don McNeil 
Salem 


Neat, well kept rest area 


John Gunter, 
District 3 Maintenance Supervisor: 


In mid-June, we stopped at the 
Baldock Rest Area off Interstate 5 
south of Portland. 

We spoke with two attendants-- 
Irene Paynter and Carmen Torres-- 
and told them how much we like 
the rest area. It was extremely well 
kept and beautiful. 

We recognized that a lot of work 
is constantly being done to keep 
areas like Baldock clean and the 
grounds so well kept, and we just 
wanted you to know that we appre- 
ciate it. We will do our part to keep 
them neat and comfortable. 


Mr. and Mrs. John Dompier 
Spokane, Wash. 


Impressed by DMV 


Dave Moomaw, 
Motor Vehicles Division 
Administrator: 


Yesterday | exchanged my Cal- 
ifornia driver license for an Oregon 
one. We are in the process of mov- 
ing to Oregon. 

| was impressed with the effi- 
ciency and with the professional 
and courteous manner of your 
Springfield office staff. 


Val Hempel 
Springfield 
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ODOT runners retain 
national title for 10K 


CLEANUP--Summer Youth Litter Patrol crews may be more visible to 


motorists this year, for two reasons: Crew members can wear orange t-shirts 
in place of safety vests, and $1 million is being poured into the cleanup 
effort-up by 40 percent over previous years. 


Parks tour to examine 
sites for development 


The Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Committee will tour areas 
being considered for new state 
parks this month. 

The committee’s annual tour, 
Aug. 5-7, will also include visits to 
several state parks and other sites 
identified for study by the 1987 Leg- 
islature. Following the tour, com- 
mittee members will recommend to 
the Legislative Emergency Board 
funding levels for individual studies. 

The committee will examine: 

e A study to determine the feasi- 
bility of rebuilding the historic set- 
tlement at Champoeg and possibly 
ways to commemorate the 150th 
anniversary of the vote at Cham- 
poeg that ultimately led to Oregon 
statehood. 


e An updated master plan study 
for the Bowers Rocks State Park 
area. 

e A study to determine the feasi- 
bility of establishing a Banks-Ver- 
nonia State Park in Washington and 
Columbia counties. 

e A study to determine the feasi- 
bility of acquiring Government 
Island, located between Portland 
International Airport and the Glenn 
Jackson Bridge, for use as a state 
park. 

@ A long-range plan for Oregon’s 
state parks system, involving a blue- 
ribbon committee comprised of 
legislators and members of the 
Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Committee and representatives 
from the public at large. 


Passenger Services Map now available 


The 1987 Oregon Passenger 
Services Map, now available state- 
wide, is tailored to the tourist trade. 

Herb Riley, ODOT transporta- 
tion planner, said ‘‘this year’s edi- 
tion has information on airline, bus, 
train, airport limousine and taxi 
services.” 

The map also includes tourist 
information about Oregon's seven 
geographic areas, including sight- 
seeing services, he said. 

A passenger services directory 
on the back of the map lists phone 
numbers and addresses of carriers, 
Riley added. Downtown area maps 
for 21 cities show locations of tran- 
sit and bus stops, train stations and 


visitor informa- 
tion offices. 
General infor- 
mation sources 
and an intercity 
carrier direc- 
tory are also 
included. 

The maps are 
available at 
Highway Divi- 
sion and Motor 
Vehicles offices, 
local visitor 
information oftices and chambers 
of commerce, and at many senior 
citizen centers, travel agencies, bus 
terminals and airports. 


For the second straight year, 
ODOT runners have won the all- 
state National Transportation Week 
10-Kilometer Running Challenge. 

Oregon’s top five times for the 
6.2-mile race, totaling 186.44 min- 
utes, topped Washington’s aggre- 
gate time by 1 minute, 21 seconds. 


License plate 
contest not for 


ODOT workers 


You can’t enter, but the Oregon 
Transportation Commission will 
conduct a design contest for a new 
vehicle license plate. 

The contest is expected to begin 
this fall after rules and eligibility 
requirements are set. 

ODOT employees and their 
immediate family members are 
ineligible. 

A panel of seven judges, to be 
selected by the commission, will 
pick the top five entries and submit 
them to the commission. Commis- 
sion members will then select a 
winner. 

The commission will announce a 
design winner by Jan. 30, 1988. 


Oregon also won the women’s 
competition, posting a 148:13 to 
Alaska’s 156:05 and Washington’s 
160:02. 

ODOT runners also posted the 
fastest individual times in both the 
Open and Women’s races. 

Joel Bake, 25, a ranger at South 
Beach State Park, was first in the 
Open competition, with a 33:23. 
Susie Braun, 29, of the Motor Vehi- 
cles Division’s Salem headquarters, 
ran the 10K race in 43:55--faster 
than any woman competing 
through other state DOTs. 

Maine won the Master’s com- 
petition, with its over-40 runners 
compiling a 112:58 aggregate time, 
edging Illinois by only two seconds. 
ODOT’s master’s runners had a 
115:03. 

Alaska’s DOT defended its title in 
the participation category. Eighty- 
two percent, or 124, of that state’s 
employees showed up for its run- 
ning events. 

South Dakota had the second 
highest turnout, with 64 percent 
participation, and New Hampshire 
was third, with 52 percent. Oregon 
had the eighth highest participa- 
tion, with 5 percent participation. 

Eighteen state DOTs competed 
in the Running Challenge. 


Beach Bill, now 20, maintains public access 


For the past 20 years, Oregon has maintained public recreational 
rights to all beaches seaward of the vegetation line. 

The landmark Beach Bill, signed into law by former Gov. Tom 
McCall, sets aside for public use 262 miles of beaches and 64 miles 
of headlands, according to Pete Bond, beach and trail manager of 


the Parks Division. 


Travel information broadcast in pilot project 


Travel information radio messages touting 
Roseburg and Cottage Grove attractions began 
broadcasting from the South Umpqua Rest 


Area on Interstate 5 in July. 


The two-month pilot project is sponsored by 
the Roseburg Visitor and Convention Bureau, 
Cottage Grove Chamber of Commerce, 
Oregon Highway Division and the Travel Infor- 


mation Council. 


Litter pickup effort aimed at welcoming tourists 


More summer Youth Litter Patrol crews are out on Oregon’s 
highways as part of a year-long, $1 million effort to welcome visitors 


to the state. 


The litter crew effort, up 40 percent over previous years, is 
focusing mostly on entrances to the state, heavily traveled tourist 
routes, and city and urban areas, according to Dennis Stephens, 
litter patrol coordinator for the Highway Division. 


State Parks attendance in top 10 nationally 


Oregon’s state park system has retained its national ranking 
among the top 10 state systems in the country for park attendance. 
Oregon ranks sixth in the nation with 36.2 million day use visitors 
and overnight campers. The information covers the year ending 


June 30, 1986. 
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HB2112 considered key to roads network 


House Bill 2112 is ‘a significant piece of legis- 
lation that will enable the Highway Division to 
get on with many necessary improvements,” said 
State Highway Engineer Larry Rulien. 

“It’s a step toward developing the revenue 
necessary to keep up the network of roads and 
streets in this state,”’ he said. 

The measure, passed in the closing days of the 
1987 Legislature, will generate $817 million for 
state, county and city highways and roads during 
the next decade. 

Revenues won’t arrive immediately, however. 

The state’s share in fiscal year 1988--July 1, 
1987, through June 30, 1988--will be approx- 
imately $5 million. 

That will increase to $18 million the following 
year, to $37 million in fiscal 1990 and, ultimately, 
to $56 million more than present revenues, 
beginning with fiscal 1991. 


Rulien said the bill calls for two-cent-per- 
gallon increases Jan. 1, 1988, 1989 and 1990. 

Revenue from the first four cents will be split 
50 percent state, 30 percent counties and 20 
percent cities. The split on the final two cents will 
be 68 percent state, 20 percent counties and 12 
percent cities. 

An equivalent weight-mile tax increase of 
16.67 percent for heavy vehicles will begin after 
the final two cents is collected, beginning in 
1990. That’s because a cost responsibility study 
shows that heavy vehicles are currently paying 
slightly more than their fair share. 

In addition to the gas tax and weight-mile 
increases, other significant provisions of the bill: 


@ Require a state contribution of $500,000 per 
year for three years, beginning Jan. 1, to the 
Special City Allotment Program. That contribu- 


tion will allow the program to continue at the 
current level of $750,000 per year. The effort 
provides grants of not more than $25,000 for any 
one project in cities of less than 5,000 popula- 
tion. 

@ Dedicate one-third of the state’s additional 
revenue from HB2112 beginning Jan. 1, 1990, to 
the modernization program for bringing 
obsolete roads up to present-day standards. 

@ Calls for secretary of state performance 
audits and a report back to the Interim Commit- 
tee on Revenue and School Finance prior to the 
1989 Legislature. The bill asks that a list of poten- 
tial audit areas within project development, con- 
struction and maintenance programs be 
developed so that priorities can be established. 

e Establishes an ODOT task force to study 
methods of distributing motor carrier taxation in 
an efficient and equitable manner. 


Straub backers Desert workers help out when needed 


want torename zg 
state park 


A proposal to change the name 
of Nestucca Spit State Park to Bob 
Straub State Park has been referred 
to the Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Committee. 

Tom Walsh, a representative of 
the Friends of Bob Straub Commit- 
tee, spoke in front of the Transpor- 
tation Commission at its July 
meeting. 

Straub, a former governor and 
long-time conservationist, led a 
successful fight in the mid-1960s to 
keep U.S. 101 from being relocated 
onto Nestucca Spit. 

Two other coastal state parks are 
already named for Oregon gover- 
nors--Oswald West in northern 
Tillamook County and Isaac Patter- 
son in southern Lincoln County. 


5210 


@ The Highway Division’s 
summer maintenance program 
had region engineers struggling 
with a shortage of funds and 
long repair lists after a harsh 
winter. 

@ A Parks Division slide pre- 
sentation aimed at Oregonians 
emphasized the economic bene- 
fits of state parks. It illustrated a 
study that indicated state parks 
located along the Oregon Coast 


helped generate nearly $100 


OFF TO WORK--Dennis G. Fretwell, a highway maintenance worker at 
Basque Station, waves good-bye to his wife Tammy and his two children, 
Kenny and Denise, at sunrise before going to work. Long hours and close 
community ties are a way of life at Basque. 


Living in a remote area of 
Oregon’s high desert can be a draw 
or a drawback. It depends on your 
perspective. 

At Basque Station, population 
15--if you count the three cats and 
two dogs--the isolated area and 
tightly knit community are a draw 
to the people who live there. 

If you live in Basque, your neigh- 
bors are also your coworkers. And 
when you need to get somewhere, 
car pooling is the rule. 

The five Highway Division 
employees at Basque Station live in 
division-owned housing, as do 
other Highway employees in 
remote areas of the state. It’s to the 
division’s advantage to have its 
employees available at a remote 
work site--in case of emergency or 
severe weather conditions, for 
example. 

At Basque, the four houses and 
one mobile home space owned and 
provided by the Highway Division 
constitute the entire town. 

While Highway workers at 
Basque are not necessarily ‘‘on 
call’’ 24 hours a day, they generally 
have no reservations about helping 
out when needed. In Basque, that 
can mean doing any number of 
things--assisting a stranded 
motorist, helping at an accident 
scene or letting a stranger use the 
phone, for instance. 

“If I'm home and someone gets 
stuck or in an accident, we go and 
check it out, make sure nobody's 
hurt,” said Jerry Cahoe, a one-year 
resident of Basque. ‘We try to take 
care of them--you know, show 
them that someone cares.” 

Dennis G. Fretwell, another 
Highway maintenance worker liv- 


million each year. 


e In a front page letter to 
ODOT employees, Oregon 
Transportation Commission 
Chairman Glenn Jackson told of 
“one of the most difficult and 
problem-filled” bienniums in 
his career. ‘We must put those 
troublesome times behind us 
now,” he wrote. 

e Forty-one public meetings 
were scheduled throughout the 
state to help mold the Highway 
Division’s third annual Six-Year 
Highway Improvement Pro- 
gram. 


Contracts 


Continued from Page 1 


sions for monthly updates. 

The new reporting specifications 
are being tested on six Highway 
contracts awarded this season-- 
two each for small, medium and 
large size jobs. Other states that 
require similar schedules use only 
two schedule types, according to 
Lauer. 

Monthly scheduling reports are a 
new twist on an old idea. In fact, it’s 
“very similar to what’s done on 
other construction projects for 
large power plants and things of 
that nature,” he said. 

“We're not trying to restrict the 
time that we’re giving contractors 


and drive up our costs. We're look- 
ing to make the best use of their 
time without making the process 
unreasonable.” 

Lauer hopes the monthly sched- 
ule reports will allow project man- 
agers to more closely control the 
unexpected glitches that can snarl 
traffic in construction zones. 

‘They are going to help us and 
it’s going to help the traveling pub- 
lic,’ Lauer added. 

Lauer said that 1988 Highway 
construction contracts will proba- 
bly require similar reporting 
requirements based on what’s 
learned this season from the six 
jobs using the pilot specifications. 


ing in Basque, said he’s used to 
working 10 hours a day, as he does 
in the summer. 

Dick Arnall, also of Basque, said 
he makes a point of staying ‘pretty 
close’ to the phone. “‘We run folks 
into McDermitt with our own rigs 
from time to time” to get their vehi- 
cles running again, he said. 

“With this job, you've got to like 
people, because there are a lot of 
people on the road,” he said. 

In fact, Arnell said, living in a 
remote outpost demands a strong 
personal philosophy. 

“You've got to be satisfied with 
life, with where you work and with 
your job. | think every member of 
the crew would back me up on 
that.” 
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Experimental 


crack sealer 
Saves money 


A new method of sealing road cracks is being 
tested by a maintenance crew in Central 
Oregon. 

So far, the results have been positive, 
according to Dick Nelson, district 10 mainte- 
nance supervisor. 

The new method gets the job done for about 
one-tenth the material cost of the conventional 
method of sealing cracks, Nelson said. 

The experimental method uses an emulsified 
asphalt with a polymer additive. That mixture is 
first injected into a cracked area, and is fol- 
lowed with a spray of crushed rock. The cost for 
the experimental material is about $200 per 
ton, Nelson said. 

That compares to a cost of nearly $2,000 per 
ton with the conventional method of crack 
sealing, which uses the more expensive melted 
rubber as a fill. 

However, the experimental material takes 
about a day to cure, compared to a few hours 
with the conventional method. Both 
allow traffic to use the roadway while the mate- 
rials is curing. 

About two lane miles of heavily cracked road 
can be completed in one day with the new 
method, he said. 


The Capitol Scene 


CRACK Peincanichway Piainten ante workers Rick Lome on left, Af I Terry ieee: use an experi- 
mental method to seal road cracks near Prineville. The device uses emulsified asphalt to fill cracks, 
rather than rubber, and consequently has saved on material costs. 


MBE/WBE certification 
program moves to Exec 


The minority and women busi- 
ness enterprise certification pro- 
gram will move from the ODOT 
Civil Rights Section to the Executive 
Department. 

The department was granted the 
authority to negotiate the transfer 
of the program during the July 
meeting of the Transportation 
Commission. 

Vicki Nakashima, manager of the 
Civil Rights Section, told the com- 
mission a recently enacted law 
establishes an advocate in the gov- 
ernor’s office responsible for 


Positions 
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Potter was named head of the 
Program Section in 1983. He is 
chiefly responsible for developing 
the division’s Six-Year Highway 


ivi oe n, it was announc 
July gerepoten Co 
= “mission a Pe: ; 


minority and women business 
issues. 

The bill also moves certification 
activities from ODOT to the Execu- 
tive Department, and provides for 
public agencies to disqualify con- 
tractors or subcontractors who mis- 
use the MBE/WBE program. 

As of June 1, the program has 
been the sole MBE/WBE certifying 
agency for all public jurisdictions. 
Since program implementation 
began in January 1986, the program 
has more than doubled the number 
of qualified firms, to 669. 


Improvement Program. Other 
responsibilities include monitoring 
the highway construction program, 
bid openings and contract awards. 
He also serves as local government 
liaison for the division and chairs 
ODOT 's Jackson Scholars Commit- 
tee. 


New personnel manager 


Gregory, 45, currently director of 
Information and Administrative 
Services for the Oregon Liquor 
Control Commission, will join 
ODOT Aug. 17. 

As Personnel Services Section 
manager, Gregory will oversee 
human resource support services 
for personnel administration, labor 
relations, employee development, 
and employee health and safety. 

She will replace Karen Roach, 
who in March left ODOT to work as 
Personnel and Labor Relations 
Division administrator for the Exec- 
utive Department. 

A graduate of Oregon State Uni- 
versity, Gregory was acting person- 
nel director and worked as 
personnel analyst for the city of 
Corvallis prior to moving to her 
present OLCC position in 1979. 


By George Bell 
Assistant Director 
Intergovernmental and 
Public Affairs 


Nary a single voice of dissent 
has been heard to the widely held 
conclusion that the 1987 legisla- 
tive session was the most produc- 
tive in a long, long time. 

The extraordinary quantity and 
quality of significant bills passed 
by the Legislature and signed by 
Governor Goldschmidt has been 
amply recorded in the daily press 
and need not be recited here. 

More to the 
point, ODOT 
shared fully in 
that surge of 
legislative 
vitality this past 
session. Several 
major bills 
affecting the 
capabilities and 
responsibilities 
of our depart- 
ment were adopted: 


George Bell 


Highway Division 


HB2112--Increases state fuel 
tax by two cents per gallon on Jan. 
1, 1988, 1989 and 1990; increases 
equivalent weight-mile tax effec- 
tive Jan. 1, 1990; and distributes 
additional revenues among state, 
counties and cities. 

HB2060--Increases existing 
penalties for violations of vehicle 
size and weight limit restrictions. 


Public Transit 


$B5534--Allows for use of up to 
$8 million in‘’’Stripper Well” funds 
to match available federal funds 
for capital equipment purchases. 
HB2204--Allows for increase in 
Special Transportation Fund for 


Elderly and Handicapped; and 
doubles the amount of funds now 
received, $2.8 million. 


Parks Division 


SB226--Eliminates $2 nonresident 
surcharge for overnight camping 
in Oregon State Parks, effective 
Jan. 1, 1988. 

HB3019--Requires cooperative 
management of lower 100 miles of 
Deschutes River by involved agen- 
cies, and establishes a manage- 
ment committee. 

HB2919--Adds 81 miles of the 
Upper Deschutes River to scenic 
waterway status. 

SB900--Requires study of 
Champoeg State Park; requires 
study of Willamette River ferries; 
and provides subsidy for Buena 
Vista Ferry. 


Motor Vehicles Division 


HB2209--Eliminates odometer 
reading requirement on vehicle 
registrations and titles for vehicles 
at least eight years old; and makes 
changes in the procedure for per- 
fection of security interest in vehi- 
cles. 

HB2329--Increases fees for title 
issuance and transfers, vehicle 
identification inspections, and 
driver license renewals, instruc- 
tion permits, and all duplicates. 

In addition to these bills of 
major significance, ODOT had 
similar good fortune with its 
“bread and butter’ legislative 
proposals. 

Of the 19 bills that constituted 
ODOT’s legislative package at the 
start of the session, 15 were even- 
tually passed into law. 

All in all, with the big bills and 
the little “housekeeping” bills, it 
was another successful legislative 
session for ODOT. 
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SCENIC HIGHWAY--This photo of Latourell Creek Bridge on the Colum- 
bia River Scenic Highway was taken shortly after the bridge was 
constructed in 1914, according to State Bridge Engineer Walt Hart. The 
bridge, near Cascade Locks, is one of only two in the state with concrete 
deck trusses, Hart said. The other is in downtown Portland. 


Winning ideas conserve 
funds, improve service 


Ideas from five ODOT employ- 
ees were recently selected winners 
of the department’s 1986 Sug- 
gestion Award program. 

Each year, ODOT chooses the 
most outstanding suggestions sub- 
mitted by its employees to the Gov- 
ernor’s Employee Suggestion 
Award Program. Winners receive 
$100 U.S. Savings Bonds. 

The selection is based on 
creativity, innovation, practicality, 
use of new technology, originality 
and benefit to Oregonians and to 
the department, according to 
ODOT Director Bob Bothman. 

Key factors are a financial savings 
in operations and improved public 
service, he said. 

Winners of the 1986 ODOT Sug- 
gestion Award: 

@ Michelle Schaffer, a clerical 
specialist at Beverly Beach State 
Park, suggested modifying the for- 
mat of field revolving fund checks 
to enable easier and quicker entry 
of accounting data. 


@ Mary Cunningham, a clerical 
specialist in the Motor Vehicles 
Division’s Accident Records Unit, 
Salem, suggested typing a list of 
peoples’ names and addresses on 
one report, rather than having each 
person’s name generate a separate, 
single report reminder. 

@ William Sheckler, a motor vehi- 
cles representative 1 in the West 
Portland DMV field office, sug- 
gested having applicants for driver 
license renewal notices provide a 
proof of residency when changing 
their address. 

@ Kenneth Broadwell, a traffic line 
supervisor with the Highway Divi- 
sion’s Region 2, Salem, suggested 
installing check valves in paint 
pump systems to save on paint and 
on cleanup time. 

@ Orren Vann, an assistant bridge 
supervisor with Highway’s Region 
2, suggested using custom-made 
post clamps to enable jacking of 
bridge decks and removal and 
replacement of caps or sills. 


Gust Aronson, carpenter, District 
22, Salem, retired in July after 34 
years of service. 

Donald Dougherty, stores clerk, 
Highway Equipment Shops, Region 
2, Salem, retired in July after two 
years of service. 

Leo Goldsby, highway engineer 
3, Region 1, Portland, retired in 
June after 29 years of service. 

Vinita Howard, DMV program 
executive D, Salem, retires in 


Roger Gebauer, final estimates 
leader, Construction Section, 
Salem, died July 4. Gebauer, who 
was 54, had worked for the High- 
way Division for 36 years. 


August after 36 years of service. 

Edgar Hunter, supervising high- 
way engineer G, State Highway 
Engineer's Office, Salem, retired in 
June after 38 years of service. 

Dewy Kleng, heavy equipment 
mechanic 2, Equipment Shops, La 
Grande, retired in June after 38 
years of service. 

Roger Ritchey, program execu- 
tive D, Aeronautics Division, Salem, 
retired in July after 25 years of serv- 
ice. 

Guy Salser, highway mainte- 
nance supervisor A, District 1, 
Astoria, retired in June after 36 
years of service. 

Robert Ziebell, highway engineer 
3, Program Section, Salem, retired 
in June after 31 years of service. 


Highway Division 


Raymond Ayers, engineering aide (EA) to 
engineering technician (ET) 1, Portland. 

Arnold Bice, highway engineer (HE) 3 to HE 4, 
Salem. 

Kevin Brophy, EA to ET 1, Portland. 

Raymond Bryant, ET 1 to ET 2, Portland. 

Bruce Erickson, highway maintenance worker 
(HMW) 2 to HMW 3, Salem. 

Xavier Falconi, HE 2 to HE 3, Salem. 

Orville Gaylor, HE 3 to HE 4, Salem. 

Roxann Haberlach, ET 1 to HE 1, Salem. 

Norma Hartman, EA to ET 1, Roseburg. 

Betty Harvey, weighmaster to senior 
weighmaster, Milwaukie. 

Bob Ray Kilgore, HMW 2 to HMW 3, Albany. 
Raydel Killgore, ET 1 to ET 2, Milwaukie. 
Michael Mandich, HE 2 to HE 3, Salem. 

Mark McFarland, laborer 1 to HMW 1, Portland. 
Allison Petrak, HE 1 to HE 2, Salem. 

Hang Reede, ET 1 to ET 2, Salem. 

Frank Stevens, ET 1 to ET 2, Medford. 

George Voytilla, ET 1 to ET 2, Medford. 

Patty Jo Waters, ET 1 to ET 2, Bend. 

Linda Willnow, ET 3 to ET 4, Salem. 

Stephen Wilson, HE 4, Salem, to supervising 
highway engineer B, Bend. 

Douglas Young, ET 1 to HE 1, Salem. 


Parks Division 


Wayne Gross, park ranger 1 to park ranger 2, 
Armitage State Park, Eugene. 

Gary Martin, park aide to park ranger 1, Detroit. 
Guadalupe Rodriguez, clerical specialist to 
word processing specialist, Salem. 

Michael Shawver, conservation aide to park 
aide, South Beach State Park, Newport. 


Central Services Division 


Scott Lough, fiscal coordinator 1 to fiscal coor- 
dinator 2, Salem. 


Motor Vehicles Division 


Jean Dixon, clerical assistant to clerical spe- 
cialist, Salem. 

John Driskel, clerical specialist, Salem, to motor 
vehicle representative (MVR) 1, East Eugene. 
Pam Ezell, MVR 2, Pendleton, to motor vehicle 
office manager (MVOM) A, Milton-Freewater. 


Bruce Erickson 

Highway Maintenance 

Worker 3 
Salem 


Michael Mandich 
Highway Engineer 3 
Salem 


wre ee POD. 
Guadalupe Rodriguez 
Word Processing 
Specialist, Parks 
Salem 
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Darla Kaufman, MVR 1, North Portland, to MVR 2, Beaverton. 

Jacqueline Lehto, clerical specialist, Salem, to MVR 1, Coos Bay. 

Marlene Looney, clerical specialist, Salem, to MVR 1, North Salem. 
Suzanne Martin, MVR 1, Portland Drive Test Center, to MVR 2, Beaverton. 


Dorothy Mitchell, MVR 3 to MVOM A, The Dalles. 


Loretta Schippers, MVR 1 to MVR 2, Pendleton. 


Lisa Sheeley, clerical specialist, Salem, to MVR 1, Gladstone. 
Steve Simpson, data entry operator, Salem, to MVR 1, Hillsboro. 
Sharon Ward, clerical assistant, Salem, to MVR 1, Woodburn. 
DeWayne Weaver, MVR 1, Hillsboro, to MVR 2, Forest Grove. 


Safety awards 


The following ODOT crews 
earned safety awards recently: 

Jessie M. Honeyman Park Dis- 
trict; Joseph Davis, supervisor; 
250,000 hours. 

Region 1 Right of Way; Ken Rolfe, 
supervisor; 450,000 hours. 

Astoria Toll Bridge Crew; Eldon 
Everton, supervisor; 300,000 hours. 

Cascade Locks Weighmasters; 
Dick Phillips, supervisor; six 
years. 

Sweet Home Maintenance Crew; 
Loyd Gatliff, supervisor; 200,000 
hours. 


Central Point Sign Crew; Henry 
Montes, supervisor; nine years. 

Coos Bay Sign Crew; Robert 
Klingbeil, supervisor; three years. 

Winston Maintenance Crew; Emil 
Wolfstrum, supervisor; 50,000 
hours. 

Salem Engineering Crew; Arvey 
Nelson, supervisor; 350,000 hours. 

Roseburg Engineering Crew; 
John Read, supervisor; 200,000 
hours. 

The Cove Palisades State Park; 
Eugene Lea, supervisor; 50,000 
hours. 
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By Andy Booz 
Managing Editor 


Imagine an inventor, drawing 
upon years of experience and a 
heap of discarded machines--then 
coming up with a better mousetrap. 

If you can imagine such a man, 
you can understand Dick Nelson. 

His intuitive curiosity compels 
him to improve on a good idea, 
sometimes in exchange for nothing 
more than a pat on the back and an 
“attaboy.” 

Three years ago, Nelson, a dis- 
trict maintenance supervisor in 
Bend, joined with Region 4 
Engineer Dale Allen in introducing 
Oregon to a new method of paving 
by recycling existing road material. 


Nelson isn’t paid 
for coming up 


with new ideas. 
It’s just what he does. 


He faced an army of skeptics. 

The idea of using old roads to 
make new had been tried--and 
proven--in California. But the list of 
promises it offered boggled the 
minds of Nelson’s peers. 

His intuition paid off. The first 
such paving project in Nelson’s dis- 
trict cost less than 20 percent of 
what it would have cost using con- 
ventional methods. It was almost 
too good to be true. 

Today, Nelson is convinced that 
cold in-place recycling “is the clos- 
est thing to a revolution’ in the 
highway industry. 

Together with his supervisor, 
Allen,-Nelson has promoted the 
relatively new idea. He’s even 
been able to convince some of his 
peers who earlier considered the 
idea unproven, if not far-out. Now 
other Highway districts adjacent to 
Nelson’s are giving asphalt recy- 
cling a try. 

But his inventor’s enthusiasm for 
new ideas doesn’t stop there. 
Nelson and his crew are experi- 
menting with yet another innova- 
tion. 

Temperatures can soar into the 
90s during the day and dive down 
to freezing overnight in Central 
Oregon. The freeze-thaw cycle 
speeds road decay unless cracks 
are quickly filled. 

Short of harnessing the weather, 
Nelson knew there had to be a 
better--and less expensive--way to 
patch ailing roads. 

Nelson scavenged a salvage yard 


for parts and produced a machine 
that, according to his estimates, 
gets the job done for about one- 
tenth the cost of conventional 
methods. Again, his untested idea 
has been greeted with skepticism. 


No carrot needed 


Nelson isn’t paid for coming up 
with new ideas. It’s just what he 
does. 

‘There wasn’t any carrot teasing 
me on, and the rewards for doing 
such things are limited in state gov- 
ernment. If one of your ideas works, 
you can look forward to a pat on 
the back. That’s about it,” he says. 

But Nelson draws inspiration 
from coming up with a better idea 
and making it work. 
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working on I-84 from Hood River to 
John Day River. That same group 
has since met almost every year. 
And Nelson wouldn't dare miss that 
reunion. 

He next worked as project man- 
ager, first in Astoria and then in 
Corvallis, before returning to inter- 
state construction, in the Salem 
area. 


Prefers the desert 


He has worked around the state, 
but Nelson says he prefers Central 
Oregon’s desert climate and wild- 
life. 

When he finds some spare time, 
he typically spends it in the nearby 
mountains hunting elk and deer, 
fishing or ‘‘roaming the coun- 
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MAKING HEADWAY--Dick Nelson, district 10 maintenance supervisor (on right), reviews a paving project using cold 


engineer, but he ', 
doesn’t let that bother him. 

‘Most of the people | know who 
helped build the interstate freeway 
system weren't registered,” he says. 
“If | need to do something, I'll fig- 
ure it out. I’ll learn how.” 

He encourages maintenance 
workers in his district to look 
beyond their jobs--to try new ideas 
and experiment with ways to go 
one step beyond just getting the job 
done. 

“| lay out a direction and be sure 
to stay within the system,” he says. 

And generally, Nelson thinks 
that approach works. 

“I've found that many people | 
work with are glad about the things 
they accomplish when working. 


feck 


in-place recycling with Neile Callison, a highway maintenance supervisor. Together with Region 4 Engineer Dale 
Allen, Nelson has promoted and refined pavement recycling in Oregon. 


“You've got to look at what you 
do and take some personal satisfac- 
tion in what you accomplish in this 
life,” he says. 

‘‘There are few pats on the back 
in this world. You’ve got to be satis- 
fied with what you do--satisfied by 
yourself.”” 

When he was 18, Nelson left his 
hometown of Mollala to join the 
Highway Division in Coquille as a 
surveyor for the nation’s new inter- 
state freeway system. 

He then joined a Medford survey 
crew working on Interstate 5, and 
helped plot the freeway from Cen- 
tral Point to the Siskiyou Summit. 

Two years later, in The Dalles, he 
joined a camp of 100 engineers 


tryside” with a camera by his side. 

Nelson is a bird hunter--has 
been since he was 9--and he draws 
great pleasure from sharing that 
love with his two youngest boys, 
ages 13 and 17. 

A glance around his office pro- 
vides testimony to his love for the 
outdoors. On one wall hangs a five- 
point deer horn. A cluster of pho- 
tographs in a corner of his desk 
documents his most successful elk 
and fishing trips. 

But you won't find many diplo- 
mas in Nelson’s office. He prefers 
working in the field to classroom 
study, and is convinced academics 
are overrated in Highway training. 

Nelson isn’t a registered 


“You don’t stand to gain much if 
you can be satisfied with just show- 
ing up, collecting a paycheck and 
waiting for the next Friday to roll 
around.” 

In his workshop at home, he tries 
to live up to the same personal 
challenges. 

If an appliance goes haywire, if 
the TV goes on the blink, if a piece 
of furniture needs mending, his 
family knows where to go: to the 
workbench. It’s a rare exception for 
Nelson to rely on a serviceman--or 
any other specialist--to get a job 
done. 

No, he prefers to do such chores 
himself. And if he doesn’t know 
how, he'll keep trying until he does. 


ADD eres Retirees report DRESS 


Al Crockett, Silverton, drafts- 
man, Traffic Section, retired 1986. 

For Al, retirement means ‘‘doing 
the things you want, when you 
want to.” 

One of his favorite activities is 
stepping out the door of his home 
at daybreak and going for a morn- 
ing run. He’s built his mileage back 
to about 50 miles a week after 
recovering from ankle surgery, he 
says. 

“The main idea is to stay in shape 
and watch the food | eat,” he says. 


Although his last marathon run 
was more than 10 years ago, he 
would like to run another soon. 

Al and his wife, Vades, in April 
drove to California and Nevada to 
visit friends and family. 


Jess Drury, Salem, assistant fore- 
man, Woodburn Maintenance Sta- 
tion, retired 1981. 

The biggest item on the Drurys’ 
agenda over the past several years 
has been moving from Woodburn 
to Salem. 


Jess's wife, Betty, said they have 
also had time for some longer-dis- 
tance trips--to lowa, San Francisco 
and Yellowstone National Park-- 
with their fifth wheeler. 

And when they return home, 
they have their hands full making 
their new home and yard comfort- 
able. 

On occasion, Jess visits with his 
Highway friends over a cup of cof- 
fee, and he also catches up on news 
of his former coworkers at retire- 
ment dinners. 


Retirees meetings 


Retirees who meet regularly 
are invited to send a schedule of 
their meetings, along with the 
location, to the V/A editor. 

Several retirees have 
requested that this information 
be printed in VIA so they could 
visit when traveling around the 
state. 

Send the information to: VIA 
editor, Room 140, Transporta- 
tion Building, Salem, OR 97310. 
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Ray Bucher 


Definitely not. Half of 
them don’t see the signs, 
and the other half don’t 
see the flagmen. It’s just 
plain dangerous out 
there. It seems that no 
matter what you do, they 
don’t see you. Over the 
last five years or so, it 
seems like people are 
driving faster. 


Ivan Mulkey 
Highway 
Maintenance 
Worker 3 
District 2B 
Portland 


Bill Williams 


No, they’re not. Using 
pilot cars slows them. But 
our biggest problem is 
getting them to slow 
down when coming up 
on work signs. We’ve 
found that if we set cones 
on the yellow line and on 
the fog line, drivers wake 
up--it breaks their tunnel 
vision. 
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Clyde Ransom 
Laborer 
Interstate Bridge Crew 


Wes Dooley 


Highway Maintenance 
Worker 2. 
Prineville 


Clyde Ransom 


I’ve never had any 
problems. But sometimes 
they get going pretty 
fast--not so much on the 
back roads, but on the 
interstate where it’s more 
open. Road signs help 
slow down the motorists, 
and we usually put out 
more warning signs than 
most contractors do. 


Bill Williams 


| Highway Maintenance 


Worker 4 
District 3 Extra Gang 
Salem 


Jerry Cahoe 


Supervisor 1 
Basque 


Ivan Mulkey 


No way. They’re just too 
darned dangerous out 
there. | was hit once 
when getting a box of 
glass off the highway, and 
| was shaken up pretty 
badly. More police 
patrolling our road work 
would help plenty. When 
they are there, the drivers 
slow way down. But 
when they're gone, 
drivers speed back up 
again. 


Highway Maintenance 


Wes Dooley 


No. They don’t pay any 
attention to the signs. 
They try to dodge 
flagging situations and 
their vehicles end up 
spitting gravel. Oh, 80 or 
90 percent are good, but 
there’s always the smart 
aleck who doesn’t pay 
attention to the flaggers 
and sometimes threatens 
people’s lives. 
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Jerry Cahoe 


Down here in this part of 
the country, about 40 
percent pay attention to 
you and the rest go like 
hell. | guess because 
there’s no shade down 
here, they’re in a hurry to 
get to a place where 
there is. If we had some 
State Police patrolling in 
this area, they’d pretty 
much slow down. 


Leonard Zierlein 

wee, Highway Maintenance 
Worker 2 

Madras 


Are motorists cautious enough 


when driving near highway workers? 


Steve Larkins 
District 1 Drawbridge 
Crew 

Astoria 


Steve Larkins 


No, because the people 
are gawking and paying 
little attention to getting 
through a maintenance 
area safely. They’re 
distracted and not paying 
enough attention to their 
driving. They need to 
watch the flaggers, too, 
because they are the ones 
who signal where to drive 
and how fast. 


Basque 


Leonard Zierlein 


No way. The proliferation 
of highway signs doesn’t 
seem to make any 
difference, either, 
because the people just 
don’t read them. Drivers 
in this part of the state 
are very impatient and try 
not to get stopped by 
flaggers. Other than a 
media blitz, the best way 
to stay safe is for those of 
us who flag to keep on 
our toes. 


Dick Arnall 
Highway Maintenance 
Supervisor B 


Dan McDonald 
Highway Maintenance 
Foreman 1 

Sisters 


Dan McDonald 


Some are and some 
aren’t. It seems like 
they're daydreaming--the 
signs are all over the 
place, and drivers still 
come by at 65 mph. 
We've been working 
some pretty heavy traffic 
here, and we’ve had 
some close calls, too. But 
once drivers see the 
signs, they know we’re 
there. 


Dick Arnall 


No. It seems to me in our 
particular region that we 
have such long, straight 
roads that they get 
hypnotized on the road. 
Some drivers don’t see 
the set of four signs. 
Better than 50 percent of 
the drivers are not 
cautious. 


